
YOU might be the ONE person  who can 
        help save a life, please attend!

Forest Hills Jewish Center Marrow Drive

         March 16 2008 

Lisa is fighting for her life
 
Lisa Gershowitz Flynn, wife and mother of two young 

children, is urgently  seeking a donor match for a marrow 

transplant. Lisa suffers from leukemia and needs 

someone like you to help save her. Lisa’s heritage is 

Eastern European- Ashkenazi and she has a very good 

chance to match someone from the same background. 

Please attend the drive and join the registry!

Registration will be done with a simple cheek swab.

You can help save Lisa! 

 
Join us at the Forest Hills Jewish Center

                            (in Heller Ballroom)  

 

           Sunday, March 16, 2008  
             

             From 11:30 AM to 3:00 PM
                 
               Forest Hills Jewish Center

 

                        106-06 Queens Boulevard

                        Forest Hills, NY 11375
For questions call FHJC office at (718) 263-7000 
 

 

 

 DONATE MONEY: You can help support the life-saving work of DKMS with a monetary 

contribution. It costs DKMS $65 to test each donor, any donations would be much appreciated

and the funds collected will be used for testing costs. You can also make a donation at

www.dkmsamericas.org
 



What is DKMS?
Originally founded in Germany in 1991, DKMS – short 

for Deutsche Knochenmarkspenderdatei (German for 

Bone Marrow Donor Center) – is the world’s larg-

est marrow donor center with 1.6 million registered 

donors. The goal of DKMS is to make more marrow 

donors available to patients around the world with 

leukemia and other blood cancers.

Why is there a need for donors?
• Each year more than 140,000 people are    

 diagnosed with leukemia, lymphoma  

 and other blood cancers.

 

• Leukemia is the most common disease 

 children in the U.S die of, and a marrow    

 transplant may be their only hope for 

 a second chance at life.

• Only 2 out of every 10 patients will receive    

 the transplant that could save their lives.

How do I become a marrow 
or blood stem cell donor?
1. You must be between the ages of 18 and 55

    and in general health *

    Exclusions are: HIV/AIDS, heart disease, cancer,

    severe asthma, diabetes requiring insulin,epilepsy,

    autoimmune disorders, back surgery, hepatitis B and C,

    recent back surgery, under/over weight. 

    *Any specific questions about exclusions can be directed to DKMS 

      at info@dkmsamericas.org 

 

2. You need to complete a registration form 

 and sign a donor consent form.

 

3.Then a collection of cheek cells, using a cotton-

   tipped swab, is taken and sent to a lab to determine 

   your tissue type.

 

4. Your data is then entered into the National Marrow 

   Donor Program (NMDP) registry in anonymousform, 

   so doctors can search for a donor for their patient(s).

 

 

 

 

 
 

YOUR INFORMATION IS CONFIDENTIAL!

How are blood stem cells collected?
Once you have been identified as a match for  

a patient, there are two ways, both outpatient  
procedures, you can GIVE LIFE

Peripheral Blood Stem Cell (PBSC)

(Approximately 70%-80% of collections  

are performed this way) This procedure, called  

apheresis, involves receiving daily medication  

for four to five days before the collection to  

increase blood stem cells in the bloodstream.  

The donor’s blood is removed from one arm,  

passed through a machine that separates out  

the cells used in transplant and returned  

through the other arm.

Marrow (not spinal) Tissue  
(Approximately 20%-30% of collections  

are performed this way) Doctors collect  

the cells, with a special needle, from the  

pelvic bone where a small amount of marrow  

(containing stem cells) is extracted. This  

is a surgical procedure done under general  

or local anesthesia so the donor does  

not experience pain during the  

collection process. 

Other Ways YOU can help
If you are ineligible or do not wish to register  

as a potential marrow donor you can help  

in other ways.

Make a monetary contribution. Donate securely  

on-line, via e-check, credit card or stock donation  

at www.dkmsamericas.org, or with a check made  

payable to DKMS Americas and mail it to 

DKMS Americas: Two Park Avenue, 17th Floor,  

NY, NY 10016

Organize a donor drive in your community, 

at your office or school.

Encourage family members and friends to register  

with DKMS 

•

•

•

DKMS Americas: Two Park Avenue, 17th Floor, New York, NY 10016   
Phone: 1-866-340-DKMS (3567)  Fax: 212-209-6710  

Email: info@dkmsamericas.org  Web: www.dkmsamericas.org


